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Invasive Species Awareness Week Kicks Off
This Week: Get Involved With Long Island
Sound Stewardship Days

By Victoria O’Neill and Mark A. Tedesco

Volunteers help remove invasive plants from a Long Island Sound Stewardship Area as
part of a volunteer Stewardship Day in 2012. Photo credit: Larissa Graham.

Look out fellow New Yorkers! We’re under invasion! Invasive species are everywhere.

An invasive species is an organism that is not native to an ecosystem and can have
detrimental effects on the environment, the economy, and even human health. Invasive
species can be plant or animal, can come in all shapes and sizes, and can be found on
land, sea, or air. Human activity is the primary reason for the spread of invasive
species. People can accidentally or intentionally spread species through the use of
ornamental plants, the pet trade, ballast water in ships, and through cargo.

Luckily, there is a group solely focused on the prevention, eradication, and management
of invasive species. The New York Invasive Species Clearinghouse has focused on all
things related to invasive species since 2008. To learn more about the Clearinghouse,
click here: http://www.nyis.info/?action=identification

This year, New York Invasive Species Clearinghouse
partners are hosting the first annual Invasive Species
Awareness Week (ISAW) during July 6-12, 2014.
ISAW’s mission is to promote knowledge of invasive
species to help stop their spread by engaging citizens
in a wide range of activities across the state and
encouraging them to take action. Several free events
are taking place during the week throughout the state.

Recognizing the threat that invasive species have on
the quality of the coastal habitats of Long Island

Sound, the Long Island Sound Study (LISS) and its partners, NYS Office of Parks,
Recreation, & Historic Preservation and Town of Brookhaven, have stepped up to the
challenge and will host three Stewardship Days focused on invasive plant species
removal during ISAW. Stewardship Days are volunteer opportunities at LISS Stewardship
Sites, sites designated as holding ecological and recreational importance to the LIS
estuary. LISS Stewardship Day events during ISAW will take place on July 10 at West
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Meadow Beach in Stony Brook, NY, and July 11 and July 12 at Caumsett State Park in
Huntington, NY. Our target species will be Perennial Pepperweed at West Meadow Beach
and Swallowwort at Caumsett State Park. Aside from invasive species removal events,
upcoming Stewardship Day events this year will include beach clean-ups, native planting,
and native seed collection events.

Calling all New Yorkers, near and far, to action against these invaders! Grab your
gardening gloves and favorite trowel and join us at one of our ISAW events! To find out
more about the LISS Stewardship Day events during ISAW and to register for the
events, visit the LISS website:  http://longislandsoundstudy.net/2014/06/volunteer-
stewardship-days-this-july/

To find out more about other ISAW and ISAW events in other areas, visit:
http://www.nyis.info/blog/

About the Authors: Victoria O’Neill is the New York Habitat Restoration Coordinator for
the Long Island Sound Study. She works for the New England Interstate Water Pollution
Control Commission and is housed in the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation’s Bureau of Habitat Protection in East Setauket, NY.

Mark Tedesco is director of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Long Island
Sound Office. The office coordinates the Long Island Sound Study, administered by the
EPA as part of the National Estuary Program under the Clean Water Act. Mr. Tedesco is
responsible for supporting implementation of a Comprehensive Conservation and
Management Plan for Long Island Sound, approved in 1994 by the Governors of New
York and Connecticut and the EPA Administrator, in cooperation with federal, state, and
local government, private organizations, and the public.  

Editor's Note: The opinions expressed here are those of the author. They do not reflect
EPA policy, endorsement, or action, and EPA does not verify the accuracy or science of
the contents of the blog. 

Please share this post. However, please don't change the title or the content. If you do
make changes, don't attribute the edited title or content to EPA or the author.
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